
WHERE WE ARE

The Green Deal—a set of policy initiatives designed to guide the EU toward a green transition with the 
aim of achieving climate neutrality by 2050—has a strong external dimension that will be crucial for its 
implementation. For instance, the new EU Industrial Strategy and Circular Economy Action Plan, adopted in 
March 2020, aim to promote resource efficiency and waste reduction in global value chains. Similarly, the Farm 
to Fork Strategy and the Zero-Pollution Action Plan promote ambitious global standards for sustainability, 
including in critical sectors. The Green Deal will also contribute to reducing natural disaster risks and crises 
linked to environmental degradation and climate change.

The policies under the Green Deal are complex, reflecting the intricate process of their formulation. This 
process involved extensive discussions and negotiations to reconcile differing positions and interests. As a 
result, examining the development of these policies provides important insights into how diverse perspectives 
can be integrated to effectively address environmental challenges.

Beyond the EU Green Deal, and also relevant to SWITCH-Asia stakeholders, are Multilateral Environmental 
Agreements (MEAs)—both existing and those currently in development—that address the most pressing 
environmental issues of global or regional concern, ranging from the protection of the atmosphere to the 
sustainable management of chemicals and waste, including the pervasive problem of plastic pollution.

The European Union’s work with MEAs provides valuable insights. By actively engaging in these agreements, 
the EU has been able to develop and implement comprehensive strategies to address a wide array of 
environmental challenges. This collaborative approach not only fosters international cooperation but also 
enhances the effectiveness of environmental policies and actions.

WHERE WE WISH TO BE

This initiative seeks to explore the implications of these policies for the EU’s partner countries, particularly 
in the Asia-Pacific region. It aims to understand the goals of these policies, their relevance in specific 
contexts, and their implications for stakeholders in the Asia-Pacific, particularly concerning legislation that 
has emerged from EU policies. Additionally, where appropriate, the initiative aims to provide insights into the 
policy development process.
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https://commission.europa.eu/strategy-and-policy/priorities-2019-2024/european-green-deal_en
https://commission.europa.eu/strategy-and-policy/priorities-2019-2024/europe-fit-digital-age/european-industrial-strategy_en
https://environment.ec.europa.eu/strategy/circular-economy-action-plan_en
https://food.ec.europa.eu/horizontal-topics/farm-fork-strategy_en
https://food.ec.europa.eu/horizontal-topics/farm-fork-strategy_en
https://environment.ec.europa.eu/strategy/zero-pollution-action-plan_en


The specific objective of this Technical Advisory is to foster knowledge-sharing and dialogue among 
policymakers, the business community, and civil society in the EU and the Asia-Pacific region. The focus will 
be on identifying opportunities and obstacles to transitioning to more circular practices and exploring how 
new or revised government policies in the EU, the Asia-Pacific, or globally through MEAs could accelerate this 
transformation.

WHAT WE ARE DOING

SWITCH-Asia experts will plan, organise, and deliver up to 15 webinar sessions focused on “unpacking” the 
strategic priorities of the EU Green Deal and Multilateral Environmental Agreements for a mixed EU and 
Asia-Pacific audience. These sessions aim to enhance the understanding of how these strategic priorities 
can be translated into the realities of Asia-Pacific stakeholders, defining their roles and contributions to 
the implementation of these policies through sustainable consumption and production (SCP) and circular 
economy (CE) practices.

This Technical Advisory is being implemented in partnership with the European Environmental Bureau. 

WHO WE ARE

 
SWITCH-Asia is a programme funded by the European Union (EU). Active since 2007, it seeks to promote 
Sustainable Consumption and Production (SCP) in the region. Through its 2019 EU Green Deal and Global 
Gateway, the EU has further committed to supporting the transition of countries to a low-carbon, resource-
efficient and circular economy. 

The SWITCH-Asia Policy Support Component provides direct support to regional organisations, national 
governments and related implementing agencies in charge of policies and regulatory frameworks relevant 
to SCP. This is done in the form of on-demand advisory on scaling up SCP policy and implementation as well 
as through creating a platform for knowledge exchange, and building capacities of regional institutions. All 
activities rely on the strong engagement of partner countries and organisations in co-creating the requested 
policies, processes and other deliverables. 
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