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How Sustainable Public Procurement 
is reflected into European policies 
and regulatory frameworks



Implemented by

Size and purchasing capacities in the EU:

• The EU is composed by 27 Member States, ca. 280 
regions and thousands of provinces and cities

• A giant potential and leverage effect in terms of 
public procurement

TWO MAIN APPROACHES:

• Core criteria suitable for any contracting 
authority across the Member States and 
address the key environmental impacts.

• Comprehensive criteria for organisations
wishing to purchase the best 
environmental products available on the 
market.

Size, Definition and Approaches to GPP in the EU

EU DEFINITION OF GPP:
“A process whereby public authorities seek to 

procure goods, services and works with a 
reduced environmental impact throughout 

their life cycle”

Public 
Authorities

Operators on 
the market
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TIMELINE

• 2008 - Communication on “Public procurement
for a better environment”: guidance document 
with more than 20 common GPP criteria were 
set (regularly updated)

• This was supported by a set of EU Directives and 
Regulations on EE, energy performance in 
buildings, energy labelling, eco-design 
ecolabelling, clean vehicles, food and waste, etc.

• The EU Procurement Directives (2014) and the 
EU public procurement system (April 2016) 
provide new opportunities to promote social 
inclusion through the public procurement 
process.

• 2017 - Circular Public Procurements

SECTORS
• Cleaning products and 

services
• Computer and monitors
• Office Building Design, 

Construction and 
Management

• Electrical and Electronic 
Equipment used in the 
Health Care Sector

• Food Catering services

• Vending machines
• Furniture
• Paints, varnishes and road 

markings
• Textiles
• Road Transport
• Road Design, Construction 

and Maintenance
• Waste Water Infrastructure
• Water-based Heaters
• Etc.

INDICATORS
• Quantitative indicators to 

assess the progress of the 
policy and its impact on the 
supply side

• Impact-oriented indicators 
allowing assessment of the 
environmental and financial 
gains made

Timeline, Sectors and Indicators for GPP

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:52008DC0400
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The first “EU Action Plan for the Circular Economy” 
(2015) indicated first sets of EU GPP Criteria and the role
that circular public procurement may play in the 
achievement of targets set within the SDG-12 on 
Responsible Consumption and Production.

In October 2017 the European Commission published the 
“Public Procurement for a Circular Economy” guidance.

Link to the publication: here

Circular Procurement

https://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/pdf/CP_European_Commission_Brochure_webversion_small.pdf
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Circular Procurement
Examples from the EU
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Circular Procurement
Examples from the EU
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GPP priorities reflected into the EU Green Deal

Main priority areas of the Commission:
• EU Green Deal
• Digitalization
• Growth and Jobs
• Governance, Peace and Security
• Migration

The EU will reinforce its work on GPP by:
• Proposing minimum mandatory GPP criteria

• Providing capacity building and TAIEX 
opportunities to public authorities

• Revise GPP toolkit

• Promoting Life-Cycle Costing tools 

• Promoting Innovative Procurement

• Supporting the creation of enabling environments 
for making more sustainable investments in GPP
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• Regular stakeholders consultations across countries and beyond national borders 

• From voluntary to mandatory GPP: progressively integrating mandatory criteria for MS

• The EU encouraged MS to draw up National Action Plans (NAPs) for greening their public 

procurement which allowed also for a better regional participation of stakeholders across borders

• A common GPP criteria are of a particular benefit to companies operating in more than one State and 
whose capacity to master differing procurement procedures is limited

• Funding of joints projects among MS (incl. public authorities and stakeholders) to build capacities

How to boost the Regional Dimension of GPP?
Lessons learnt from the EU – How SACEP may provide a similar support in South-Asia?



Thank You 
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#WeSwitch


