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The European Union supported SWITCH-Asia Pro-
gramme aims at strengthening the implementation of 
sustainable consumption and production (SCP) policies 
at the regional, national and sub-national levels. By pro-
viding support to policy development and implementa-
tion, further raising awareness, scaling-up good practic-
es, strengthening capacity building of stakeholders, it 
aims to deliver a long lasting and effective impact, through 
appropriate enablers and multipliers. The programme 
works through a combination of three components, 
grant-funded projects, the Regional Policy Advocacy 
Component (implemented by UN Environment) and the 
SCP Facility (implemented by GIZ, IGES and adelphi). 
One of SWITCH-Asia’s key activities enabling the pro-
gramme to achieve its goals is the annual Regional Net-
working Event.

The 2018 SWITCH-Asia Regional Networking Event was 
organised back-to-back with the first Programme Steer-
ing Committee Meeting and SWITCH-Asia II Programme 
Launch Event on 20 September 2018. These events 
were organized in conjunction with the UN Environment 
Low Carbon Consumption Week, 17 – 21 September 
2018, held in Bangkok, Thailand. The Regional Network-
ing Event, held on September 21st, aimed to provide an 
opportunity for relevant actors working on SCP in the re-
gion and beyond to share their experiences, best practic-
es and recommendations. This inaugural year of the 
SWITCH-Asia II Programme had nearly 200 participants 
that saw two plenary thematic panels and five breakout 
expert panels to discuss key considerations of SCP im-
plementation in Asia. This paper-free event was also an 
opportunity to launch the new SWITCH-Asia’s digital net-
work, SWITCHED-ON to share all event materials. 

The Regional Networking Event provided an opportunity 
to forge partnerships as experiences were shared across 
several major groups: the three SWITCH-Asia compo-
nents, including all active grants, national focal points, 
representatives from the European Union as well as Euro-
pean Union Delegations from SWITCH-Asia target coun-
tries in the region, other SWITCH institutions (SWITCH 
Africa Green and SWITCH to Green), UN staff members 
and experts from other organisations around the world.  

Key messages 

•• Consumption patterns in the region have evolved to-
wards a more wasteful society. Beginning in the early 
2000s, affluence has contributed to consumerism 
and less sustainable consumption patterns.

•• Strong partnerships between governments, private 
sector and the civil society are a key premise to 
make the necessary changes and to switch to more 
sustainable consumption and production patterns. 

•• Appropriate communication channels need to be used 
and identified according to the needs of each country 
and the people. Education is a key communication tool 
to build awareness and change the public mindset. 

•• Better connections between investments and in-
creasing innovations need to be forged for low car-
bon solutions. It is important to see both the financial 
sector and the regulators as a part of policy dia-
logues and to leverage the power of international 
agencies, such as UN or EU to act as broker. 

•• Scaling-up the results is essential for making a big 
impact, especially via supporting adoption of the 
best available technologies in key industries. 

•• In order to regulations to be in sync with innovations, 
it is important for national planning to draw lessons 
from related market failures.

•• It is important for policymakers to secure the right 
partnerships with the right stakeholders.

•• Collective policies have proven highly efficient in im-
proving environmental performance. 

•• One of the main challenges for SCP is the alignment and 
close collaboration between the ministries currently work-
ing in silos. SCP has implications in almost all sectors. 

•• Linking SCP to global agenda such as the SDGs as 
well as national strategies related to sustainable de-
velopment will multiply the impacts of SWITCH-Asia 
programme, projects and activities 

•• Main drivers to deliver change will be through engage-
ment with the private sector and innovative finance. 

Introduction
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Background

The opening began with an introduction on the impor-
tance of SCP and the SWITCH-Asia Programme by the 
EU, followed by an overview of South Asia Co-operative 
Environment Programme’s (SACEP) role as a key regional 
actor, and two components of the SWITCH-Asia Pro-
gramme- the Regional Policy Advocacy and the SCP Fa-
cility. This was followed by a panel of five experts who 
shared their knowledge and experiences on SCP chal-
lenges and opportunities. 

The Opening Plenary and Session 1 aimed to deliver a 
better understanding of challenges and opportunities to 
promote and deliver SCP, promote identification of the 
needs and drivers in support to a more impactful 
SWITCH-Asia programme and provide inputs and guid-
ance to the parallel panels on related issues.

Session Chair: Mr. Arab Hoballah, Team Leader, 
SWITCH-Asia SCP Facility

Opening and Session 1 Panel:  
The State of Play of SCP in Asia, Needs and Opportunities

Opening Speakers:

•• Mr. Andrew Jacobs, Head of Unit for Regional Policy 
Sector Analysis, Directorate-General for International 
Cooperation and Development (DEVCO), European 
Commission

•• Dr. Abas Basir, Director General, South Asia Co-op-
erative Environment Programme (SACEP)

•• Mr. Mushtaq Memon, Regional Coordinator for Re-
source Efficiency, United Nations Environment, and 
Team Leader, SWITCH-Asia Regional Policy Advoca-
cy Component (RPAC), 

•• Mr. Arab Hoballah, Team Leader, SWITCH-Asia SCP 
Facility

Discussion Outline

The European Union (EU), Overview of the SWITCH-
Asia Programme

•• The Programme has covered 106 projects in the re-
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gion, which has meant 106 partnerships with the EU, 
with 150 million Euro in the first phase and 120 mil-
lion Euro in the new second phase.

•• These are significant sums of money because the EU 
understands that achieving SCP is a prerequisite for 
sustainable development. The EU has been at the 
forefront of tackling these problems, and this has 
shaped cooperation with Asia.

•• On a larger scale, the 2030 Agenda on Sustainable 
Development and its SDGs respond very clearly to 
the need for global action, and the EU places a 
strong emphasis on this. The EU understands Asia 
and Europe are interconnected, and the EU is com-
mitted towards working together for mutual benefit, 
in particular through the SWITCH-Asia programme.

•• The SWITCH initiatives need to be supported by all 
stakeholders at local and national levels. The SCP 
Facility is meant to support this and help define the 
most effective policies.

•• The SCP Facility specifically helps establish the most 
appropriate set of policies and practices, and works 
with the RPAC to ensure countries committed to im-
plementing SCP policies benefit from technical assis-
tance from the EU.

•• The EU through SWITCH-Asia also supports policy 
dialogue/consultation to better frame the needs and 
share experiences to help find the best solutions that 
correspond to local realities. 

•• There remains a strong focus on SMEs since most of 
the production system depends on them.

•• The SWITCH-Asia programme will be expanded to 
Central Asia from 2019.

•• This will mean new partnerships while the goal of the 
EU through SWITCH-Asia remains the same in pro-
moting environmental benefits while fostering growth 
and reducing poverty.

The South Asia Co-operative Environment Pro-
gramme and SCP

•• The South Asia Co-operative Environment Pro-
gramme was established by the governments of 
South Asia to promote coordination between the 
member countries, support protection, management 
and enhancement of the environment in the region 
and to closely work with the national, regional and 

international institutions and organizations.

•• South Asia is home to a quarter of the world’s mid-
dle-class consumers, experiencing a long period of 
robust economic growth, averaging six per cent over 
the past 20 years. 

•• However, increases in production and household 
consumption from increasing economic prosperity 
will also place increased pressure on the environ-
ment, making the need to shift towards resource effi-
ciency and SCP. This has shaped SACEP’s focus 
today on SCP. 

•• The SACEP in partnership with UN Environment es-
tablished a South Asia Forum on SCP, which is a 
policy dialogue forum where member countries can 
share their experiences and discuss how to act to-
gether to achieve SCP in the region.

•• The areas identified by the member countries at the 
South Asia Forum on SCP where they need SACEP 
assistance cover various sectors, including: 

>> Capacity building on the use of SCP tools and 
platforms to share experiences and knowledge 
exchange on best practices

>> Technical assistance for strategic environmental 
assessment and policy support for National SCP 
plans

>> Sustainable Public Procurement; Sustainable 
Tourism; Sustainable Transport; and Sustainable 
Building and Construction.

•• SACEP looks forward to continue working with UN 
Environment and the RPAC as well as beginning 
work with other components of the SWITCH-Asia 
Programme. 

The SWITCH-Asia Regional Policy Advocacy Com-
ponent (RPAC)

•• Asia is the fastest growing region, but has threats, 
including from consumption and production trends. 

•• However, there are opportunities to make the region 
more resource efficient, noted by the partnership on 
SWITCH I, which had a high level of achievements, 
including national action plans, and increased skills.  

•• Moving forward, the RPAC will work from a resource 
efficient, circular economy and low carbon economy 
approach to complement countries aspirations to re-
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alize SDG goals and targets, while also helping them 
to meet global commitments.

•• The RPAC will support member states to advocate 
for regulatory frameworks, provide policy instruments 
to deliver on SCP and support countries for the up-
take and reporting on progress for SCP with regard 
to the SDGs.

The SWITCH-Asia SCP Facility

•• The SCP Facility is an upgrade from the previous 
Network Facility with an expanded scope. 

•• It is a project coordination unit, working to improve 
synergies as well as a hub for stakeholder engage-
ment across the value chain, especially for SMEs, a 
primary focus of SWITCH-Asia.

•• All of this is framed within a demand-driven ap-
proach, based on articulated and defined needs, en-
dorsed by respective governments and EU delega-
tions within the countries, while ensuring the strategic 
approach is followed.

•• The collaboration and demand response activities 
are framed around 5 strategic intervention areas:

>> Alignment, Engagement, Co-Creation in support 
to SCP delivery; 

>> Dialogues, Networks, Knowledge Management 
and Communities of Interest, to address evolving 
and pressing SCP issues in the region;

>> Framing SCP needs for priority impactful actions;

>> Proactive stimulation of demand, for increased 
SCP uptake in national and regional agendas 
through active engagement with the target coun-
ties and EU Delegations; and

>> Enabling Capacities, providing needed support at 
both the technical and institutional levels.

Session 1 Speakers: 

•• Mr. Karma Tshering, Policy Division Head, National 
Environment Commission, Bhutan

•• Ms. Tserendorj Uranchimeg, Head of Division of 
Clean Technology, Investment and Production, Min-
istry of Environment and Tourism, Mongolia

•• Ms. Inhee Chung, Head of Sustainability and Safe-
guards Unit, Global Green Growth Institute (GGGI)

•• Mr. Noer Adi Wardojo, Senior Advisor to the Minister, 
Ministry of Environment and Forestry, Indonesia

•• Dr. Anthony Chiu, President, Asia Pacific Roundtable 
on Sustainable Consumption and Production 
(APRSCP)

Discussion Outline 

Considering the major trends and relatively limited 
progress on SCP, what are the main challenges and 
limiting factors?

•• Access to finance needs to be improved since it is 
generally very difficult to finance small scale SCP ini-
tiatives

•• Alignment between the ministries is a consistent 
problem but necessary since  SCP is cross-cutting 
by nature and connects to different sectors. 

•• Over the last 10 years, resource efficiency in the 
Asia-Pacific region has gone down significantly and 
needs to be a focus in the region.

•• Systematic collection of  data should be enhanced in 
the region since data is essential for adequate plan-
ning and effective delivery..

Where do you see opportunities to make progress 
and deliver impact and how to unlock them?

•• Inter-ministerial cooperation is key and this has been 
effective with SDGs, but focus should be more on 
effective joint delivery and impactful outcomes.

•• Intrinsically linking global development plans and na-
tional plans makes efforts more effective.

•• Further inducing and supporting the development of 
start-ups and other eco-innovation actions and initi-
atives, through engagement of concerned stake-
holders, can provide a push to needed enablers and 
multipliers.. 
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•• Food, energy and water remain key issues with many 
countries, but trends vary across the region and 
need to be focused on national priorities.

•• Knowledge sharing, institution building and capacity 
building continue to be areas where impacts can be 
substantial. 

What are the main drivers to induce and deliver nec-
essary changes?

•• Financing is always important to help the national 
governments while there is a more recent trend of 
blended funding. However, private financing needs 
to increase significantly from current levels in all 
countries in the region. 

•• There are many examples of incentives to drive pri-
vate financing in the region. These examples should 
be highlighted further before being scaled up. 

Key messages

•• Collective policies have proved highly efficient in im-
proving environmental performance. 

•• Consumption patterns in the region have evolved, 
mainly towards wasteful societies and unsustainabili-
ty. In the past the population had the greatest share 
of environmental impact, but from 2000-2010 afflu-
ence has become a bigger factor making the need 
for SCP patterns even more critical and urgent.

•• One of the main challenges for SCP is the alignment 
between the ministries, working in silos. 

•• Innovative finance, from blended instruments to private 
financing, needs to increase and made accessible. 
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Background

This panel was organised to explore what kind of ena-
bling policy environment is required for dealing with and 
better delivering imapcts to reduce climate change.  
While more countries are curbing emissions through the 
implementation of core climate policies, global GHG 
emissions have risen rapidly to levels which could cause 
severe and irreversible climate change impact. Aligning 
policies for a low-carbon economy is therefore necessary 
for greener, more resilient and inclusive growth.

With respect to these concerns, the six expert panellists 
focused their presentations and discussion on the follow-
ing key concerns and challenges to adopting and imple-
menting greener policies while highlighting good examples 
through experience sharing. This panel built an under-
standing on the link between SCP and climate mitigation 
and on   how localizing and mainstreaming SCP at local 
and sub-national levels can help accelerate SDG delivery. 
It also identified pathways for the EU and SCPF to support 
accelerating implementation and creating impacts.

Panel Moderator: Mr. Jerome Pons, Head of the Opera-
tions Section, European Union Delegation, Thailand

Panellists:

•• Ms. Marie-Anne Charlotte Serve, Central Asia Re-
gional Director, GERES “Kabul Green Home” (Af-
ghanistan)

•• Ms. Beatriz Maroto Izquierdo, Mongolia Country Di-
rector, GERES (Mongolia)

•• Md. Mohiuddin, Joint Secretary, Ministry of Environ-
ment, Forest and Climate Change

•• Mr. Jens Kristian Nørgaard, Technical Expert, 
SWITCH to Green Facility

•• Ms. Jutamanee  Martchamadol, National Project Co-
ordinator, UNIDO 

•• Ms. Isabelle Louis, Deputy Regional Director for 
Asia-Pacific, UN Environment

Panel 1:  
Low carbon economy –  
Enabling Policies and opportunities for impact delivery
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 Discussion Outline 

What are the key concerns and challenges to adopt-
ing and implementing greener policies?

•• Creating a feasible business model in light of sea-
sonal employment and other common development 
issues is a challenge in many developing countries. 

•• Ministries working in “silos” with their own action 
plans prevents coherent policy. 

•• Financing and access to markets remains a big issue 
for SMEs due to a large array of partners and pro-
cesses involved in supply chains. Without clear di-
rectives at the higher level, it is difficult for SMEs to 
navigate a bottom-up process.

•• How can green growth contribute to sustainable de-
velopment?

•• Examples from the forestry sector reveal that Com-
munity-based forest management supports liveli-
hoods and saves forests. Low carbon supply chains 
create a competitive edge for regulated markets 
such as the EU, leading to increased jobs and im-
prove environmental conditions. All of these are ex-
amples of green growth’s contributions to sustaina-
ble development.

What is the role of national governments and interna-
tional agencies in promoting low carbon economy?

•• National governments can support coordinating poli-
cy between ministries and integrating SCP into na-
tional policies.

•• On the international level, institutions like the UN pro-
vide common frameworks, networks and mecha-
nisms through global policy e.g. Paris Agreement, 
Green Climate Fund, Sustainable Development Goals.

What is the relation between SCP and climate mitiga-
tion?

•• Climate change mitigation overlaps with SCP pro-
cesses and practices, making policy implementation 
mutually beneficial, from energy to the transport sec-
tor and  from green buildings to agriculture.

•• SCP is an essential vehicle for climate change miti-
gation; due to the carbon footprint of resource use, 
climate change is about resource efficiency, all the 
way from extraction to consumption.

What kind of support is most needed to stimulate 
green growth? 

•• Better access to finance is needed. Without it, initia-
tives cannot get off the ground. Grants and seed 
money encourage change.

•• Matchmaking with finance institutions to scale up 
along with other types of innovative finance. 

•• Consumer education is required on a frequent basis. 
For example, with regard to lifecycle costs where net 
cost is lower on products, consumers can be en-
couraged to make a switch. At the same time, mi-
crofinance solutions can help where some capital is 
needed (e.g. cook stoves).

•• International agencies need to act as matchmakers 
to help countries and businesses tap into public and 
private finance e.g. UN Environment support to ac-
cess Green Climate Funds.

What kind of support is most needed to stimulate 
green growth? 

•• Closer partnerships between government, private 
sector and civil society are needed. 

•• Some institutions can play a brokerage role, including 
the UN and SWITCH-Asia.

•• In some cases, there needs to be more support for 
implementation and enforcement of existing policy. 

•• Communication is a constant challenge. More work 
needs to be done on many levels, including finding the 
right channels to communicate to people who need to 
implement policies, which include education on green 
growth policies. 

Key messages

•• Strong partnerships between governments, private 
sector and the civil society are important to effective-
ly understand the needs of the people. In turn, poli-
cies have to be made more understandable for 
stakeholders through awareness raising. 

•• Appropriate communications channels need to be 
used and identified. Education is a key communica-
tion tool to allow future generations to be made 
aware of the issues and to allow a change of mind-
set. 

•• Better connections are needed between investments 
and increasing innovations for low carbon solutions. 

•• •	 Focus on implementation rather than laws and 
regulations. Pilot projects will have to be run and 
scaled-up.

•• The SWITCH-Asia Programme needs to scale up the 
results. It should focus on helping industries, cooper-
ating on the latest technology and support efforts to 
adopt best available technologies. 
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Background

Rapid economic growth over the past two decades has 
led to enormous benefits, especially in developing coun-
tries. However, this growth has also led to detrimental 
environmental and social impacts, exposing growing are-
as to serious pollution concerns and rising inequalities. 
Substantial emissions reductions in developing countries 
would require strong policy commitments and subse-
quent investments in a green economy. Decentralization 
with suitable access to finance to cities and municipali-
ties has not been implemented on a large scale. 

This panel looked at what is required to enable and equip 
local authorities with the right policy set, mandate and fi-
nancial resources to tackle the problems. Panellists also 
shared their experiences in green finance. Overall, this 
panel sought to highlight the importance of sustainable 
financing mechanisms for acceleration of SDG/SCP im-
plementation, find examples of projects with high uptake 
or support from green finance and consider key lessons 
learned and expectations from country case studies 
(markets and players). 

Panel Moderator: Mr. Mikael Henzler, Director, Adelphi

Panellists:

•• Atty. Alberto B. Reyno, ACMFN project (China, India, 
Indonesia)

•• Dr. Chun Xia-Bauer, WESTERN CHINA SUSBUILD 
Project (China)

•• Ms. Suwida Kingmuangkow, Senior Investment Of-
ficer, AFD

•• Mr. Jens Radschinski, Head of UNFCCC Regional 
Collaboration Centre, Bangkok

•• Ms. Yuki Yasui, Programme Operations Manager, 
United Nations Environment Finance Initiative (UNEP 
FI)

Panel 2:  
Localizing Green Finance in support to SMEs  
and local municipalities
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Discussion Outline 

Why do we need green finance in the first place? 

•• The current financial system is geared towards financ-
ing the brown economy. Unless efforts are made di-
rectly to encourage change with green finance, many 
projects will not have a funding source.

What are the key challenges for implementing and ac-
cessing green financing?

•• Banks are not confident with green projects and 
MSMEs. As a result, most projects have been focusing 
on private financial institutions (FIs). 

•• The FIs do not perceive SCP correctly, thus they be-
lieve that sustainable organisations do not understand 
their commercial standpoint. Moreover, the Energy 
Services Company (ESCO) concept is also not well un-
derstood by some FIs. The ESCOs are still often just 
seen as suppliers and not as a guarantor, including by 
ESCO clients; demonstrating the need to raise aware-
ness and education on schemes of risk sharing.

•• Challenges regarding green financing vary from coun-
try to country. In China, clean tech financing is mainly 
for large enterprises as the banks are biased in favour 
of them; SMEs are not high on the agenda. Meanwhile 
in India, there is low interest from SMEs and FIs. 

•• Compliance with various international conventions 
means the countries also need to adopt greener and 
fairer practices for development. Hence access to 
green finance is of pivotal importance for greening the 
SMEs.

What is the role of international institutions and gov-
ernments in greening finance?

•• International institutions have convening power to 
bring the FIs together and to identify the needs and 
barriers and explore how to overcome them.  

•• Some organisations e.g. UNEP FI have worked to 
repurpose financial institutions to make them fit for 
green finance. This includes helping FIs set up a frame-
work and determining what tools are needed to set it 
up. In this regard, UNEP FI has already launched prin-
ciples for sustainable finance and insurance and is de-
veloping a framework for sustainable banks. Impor-
tantly, these are roadmaps and practical tools while 
they are also member led activities.

What is the role of municipalities and SMEs in green-
ing the development pathway?

•• Municipalities have the convening power for public 
procurement, which can help focus on the impacts 
and not just the services through a changed tendering 

definition. For example, lamp posts in London are 
being used as electric charging stations, but they 
could also be used as Wi-Fi-transmitters. 

What are some of the practical examples from coun-
tries (highlighting what works and what does not)?

•• In the Philippines there is a mandated portfolio 
agreement for green finance allocation while Thailand 
has seen a credit line provided to encourage banks 
to lend back to the private sector to increase energy 
efficiency in tertiary buildings, excluding the manu-
facturing sector. There are a variety of effective meth-
ods to encourage green finance and have been im-
plemented across the region. 

•• Public awareness should not be underestimated, es-
pecially in the markets that do not understand these 
sustainable concepts. 

•• In most countries, the manufacturing and service in-
dustries drive economic development. These indus-
tries comprise largely of MSMEs, which need to in-
creasingly play an important role in greening the 
supply chain. This is essential for reducing the envi-
ronmental impact of SMEs as a key success factor in 
greening the economy.

Key messages

•• Green finance is widely available but often not ac-
cessed mainly due to lack of awareness. 

•• It is important to work with FIs to help them better 
understand the green finance concept and build 
confidence to formulate their own strategies of sup-
port. 

•• The need for public awareness and public relations 
programmes should not be underestimated within 
markets that are not familiar with sustainability con-
cepts. 

•• Clustering MSMEs could provide a useful solution to 
build more confidence for banks to engage. 

•• Microfinance still remains a largely unexploited terri-
tory. 

•• There is willingness for banks to explore the opportu-
nities in green finance with opportunities for interna-
tional banks and development agencies to act as 
brokers to bridge the confidence gap.
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Background

Eco-innovation is an opportunity for businesses as it 
leads to reduced costs, helps capture new growth op-
portunities and strengthens the company image in front 
of its customers, and is expected to deliver significant 
progress towards the goal of sustainable development. 
Innovation is not about finding a new way or process or 
technology. It is not only about inventions and ideas, but 
rather implementing ideas in the market.  

This panel went into detail on the importance of eco-in-
novation and its role, how eco-innovation helps business 
transformation and creates opportunities for sustainable 
trade and discussion on whether or not low carbon 
economy can be achieved solely by eco-innovation and 
what other incentives need to be put into place. 

Panel Moderator: Mr. Stefanos Fotiou, Division Director, 
EDD, UN ESCAP

Panellists:

•• Md. Anisur Rahman Chowdhury, SusBuild Project 
(Bangladesh)

•• Dr. Andreas Hofmann, Luang Prabang Handle with 
Care Project (Lao PDR)

•• Mr. SHI Feng, Executive Director of Technology Divi-
sion of China-ASEAN Environmental Cooperation 
Center (CAEC), China

•• Dr. Tanawan (Chirapol) Sintunawa, Vice President 
and Secretary, Greenleaf Foundation

•• Ms. Sooksiri Chamsuk, Programme Officer, UNIDO

•• Ms. Lathika Chandra Mouli, Business Development 
Manager, Energo Labs 

Panel 3:  
Eco-Innovation and Design
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Discussion Outline 

What is eco-innovation?

•• Eco-Innovation is not only about technology. It is also 
about the market and business model. It is about so-
cial innovation, behaviour change and customer ex-
perience change. Eco-Innovation is about reducing 
complexity. 

•• In some cases, Eco-Innovation is often about large-
scale innovation, but it can be focused on eco-prod-
ucts, eco-processes or eco-service innovations while 
it plays a direct role in contributing to the SDGs and 
can be aligned as such.

What are the obstacles to eco-innovation? What 
needs to be understood? 

•• Commercialising technology at the water-ener-
gy-food nexus is particularly challenging and needs 
special attention because of its importance in the re-
gion. This is an example of eco-innovation issue that 
goes hand-in-hand with green finance issues. 

•• With respect to all eco-innovation, there are a lack of 
economic incentives to compensate for market fail-
ures.

•• While eco-innovations may occur quickly, regulations 
need to be synchronised or progress can be stunt-
ed. 

•• Technology is not always necessary for innovation. It 
could be service-oriented. There could be impacts 
on measurement systems for energy usage, efficien-
cy, sustainability and service experience or service 
design. 

•• Massive promotional intervention is often required to 
promote new technologies popular and familiar, es-
pecially in larger countries. Capacity building  in par-
ticular is required for some industries. 

How can demand for eco-innovation be stimulated 
to replace business as usual practices? How can 
challenges be overcome?

•• Business models are key to commercialising eco-in-
novations. 

•• Especially in the field of e-mobility it became clear 
that follow-up innovation is needed 

•• Standards e.g. tourism standards and labelling facili-
tate innovation through creating a framework in how 
to implement, and innovators need to listen to the 
industry and encourage their leading role in the de-
velopment of standards. Technology such as block-
chain is appealing and adds transparency 

•• Scale, partnerships and community engagement are 
all needed to stimulate eco-innovation while convinc-
ing stakeholders to switch to eco-innovations to fos-
ter economic growth makes business sense. Other 
straightforward solutions include providing business 
development support to encourage investment in 
eco-innovation.

Are there any success stories and obstacles to share 
under different settings/partnerships (Circular Econ-
omy)?

•• Eco-innovation has reached scale, such as in e-com-
merce (Alibaba) or share economy examples such as 
sharing of bicycles (Mobikes)

•• In the case of the electric vehicles that reached scale 
it became clear that large scale brings issues e.g. the 
transformation in infrastructure and the availability of 
charging stations 

Key messages

•• To promote eco innovations, organisational agility at 
all levels, supported by evidence-based policy mak-
ing is deemed required. 

•• There is a need to sync eco-innovation with the na-
tional regulation. 

•• Policy, Business and Technology are important as-
pects of eco-innovation in providing new opportuni-
ties. 

•• Financing is needed in all areas of eco-innovation in 
order to scale-up and overcome obstacles from re-
search to market. 
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Background

Consumption and production patterns in Asia are putting 
increased pressure on limited resources with the impacts 
being visible across the region. However, despite people 
experiencing these effects they still do not fully under-
stand what is happening or how to respond, partly due 
to inadequate knowledge sharing practices. 

In order to support the shift towards SCP, we need to 
know how to talk about it; how to write about it and have 
open discussions with newsmakers on how they view 
their role and how to better engage with them. We can 
also learn from the challenges projects have faced on the 
ground in communicating their messages.

This panel was aimed at providing an exchange platform 
for experiences communicating on SCP from SWITCH-
Asia grants projects followed by perspectives from the 
media. The discussion covered topics including: the role 
of the media in sharing socially responsible information, 
what goes into the decision-making process, how practi-
tioners can do a better job telling stories and writing about 
sustainability and what this will mean for Asia’s future.

Panel Moderator: Mr. Ricardo Dunn, Communications 
Chief, UN-ESCAP

Panellists:

•• Mr. Abhishek Jani, CEO, Fairtrade Foundation India 
and Lead, SWITCH-Asia Grant Switching to fair and 
sustainable food (India)

•• Mr. Jacob Clere, Team Leader for SWITCH-Asia 
Grant SMART Myanmar (Myanmar)

•• Mr. Cod Satrusayang, Managing Editor, Asia News 
Network

•• Mr. Panu Wongcha-um, Senior Correspondent, Reu-
ters 

•• Mr. Skyler Wiet, Communications Manager, 
SWITCH-Asia SCP Facility

Panel 4:  
The Media and Communicating on SCP
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Discussion Outline

What are the challenges viewed from the implemen-
tation perspective? 

•• The current challenge is how to change the mind-set.

•• Budgets and resources are often limited for both me-
dia outreach and producing communications materi-
als. This is coupled with the difficulty of communicat-
ing on SCP topics because people do not 
understand SCP itself or themes within it. 

Where does the implementation side need to im-
prove from the media perspective?

•• It is crucial to find the right medium. However, build-
ing relationships with the press improves coverage of 
opportunities.

•• Practitioners need to improve their understanding of 
the publishing process. 

•• Simplification of uncharted topics.

What do practitioners need to understand about me-
dia outreach?

•• Time and other resources need to be invested to-
wards relationship building with the media. 

•• Time investments require meeting with members of 
the press on a frequent basis. 

•• Be available for quotations whenever possible to 
build credibility for you and your organisation.

•• Reputations need to be built for people involved with 
projects and policies. This requires time and being 
on key social media channels. Team members need 
to get involved and invest time to build credibility.

•• Practitioners need to follow the news cycle and iden-
tify with trending stories.

What is the role of social media and technology?

•• Social media is important, but there is also the need to 
use resources carefully e.g. focus on channels your 
audience and/or region uses. Twitter is key for reach-
ing the press, and hashtags and repetition can help. 

•• There’s no need to be afraid of technology, but care-
fully assess before making commitments e.g. mobile 
applications can be really powerful for some purpos-
es, but a mistake for others. 

•• If you don’t fully commit resources to a particular chan-
nel or tool you may not see the results you expect. 

•• When it comes to online publications, it is important 
to know that the legacy media aren’t fading away. 
The idea is not to shift the attention completely from 
the legacy media but to balance it.

What makes an interesting story about SCP? 

•• Stories that work are not completely local and have 
wider implications on the world. The media wants to 
cover stories that global audiences can connect to. 
This requires collaboration between the project 
agencies and media outlets. 

•• Do not focus on statistics, but follow that one person 
whose narrative can be used to get the message across.

What role or responsibility does the media have in 
promoting SCP? And what are the constraints?

•• Practitioners need the media to be a watchdog, but 
it is not. This is a failing of the media. Still, some edi-
tors make it a point to set standards about covering 
certain types of issues on a regular basis. At the mo-
ment, this could be climate change, which resonates 
more with audiences than SCP. 

•• There are publications that specifically look towards 
causes and social stories. However, when it comes to 
the newsroom, you must come up with stories that sell.

What prospects are there for the future with respect 
to the constraints?

•• It needs to be understood that now is the time for 
SCP. Climate change has only been an issue in the 
media for 15 years. Only in the last ten years have 
people been talking more and more about sustaina-
ble development. Now we are talking about 
everything that falls under the broader umbrella of 
sustainable consumption and production.

•• Practitioners and the media need to work together to 
discuss further how SCP can become a better covered 
issue, including within its specific themes. This is what 
the Community of Interest on Media intends to do. 

Key messages

•• Do not send news, reports and briefs with jargon 
and acronyms that do not interest the editorial team 
or story formation will never take place;

•• Differing views of organisations present conflicting 
ideas and adds to the pile of confusion for journalists 
(for example, a fair trade organisation and the NGOs 
working on human rights presents a completely dif-
ferent view point about the same topic), so explain 
ideas in a simple way;

•• Communication starts with investing resources and 
prioritizing audiences;

•• Building media relationships is an investment that 
pays off over time;

•• Need to build human narratives the general public 
can identify with.
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Background

The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) that came 
into effect on 1 January 2016 were developed in consul-
tation with governments, community advocates, busi-
nesses and researchers. The 17 goals and 169 targets 
provide an inspiring, if daunting, “plan of action for peo-
ple, planet and prosperity.” The contributors who helped 
draft these goals hope that by setting aspirational, univer-
sal targets – and monitoring progress towards them – we 
can make a sustainable, global difference toward “the fu-
ture we want.” Fast forward; the goals are agreed yet 
many important questions remain. In particular, who is the 
‘we’ who should take-action and what action might make 
the biggest difference? One of the first questions embed-
ded in the debate is whose behaviours should be the fo-
cus of change: individuals, societies or institutions (includ-
ing both state and non-governmental agencies).

Panellists in the session on Behavioural Change provided 
an in-depth take on intrinsic indicators and tools such as 
certification, eco-labelling and sustainable procurement, 
all essential instruments to transform consumption and 
production patterns and how the roles of lifestyle and ed-
ucation triggers changes.

In a broad-spectrum approach the panellists shared their 
views on behaviour change regarding their different fields 
of expertise. Behavioural change has to take place at dif-
ferent levels e.g. individual, community, state and should 
be accompanied by a structural change. 

Panel Moderator: Ms. Alina Neacșu, Regional Policy 
Sector Unit, Directorate-General for International Cooper-
ation and Development (DEVCO), European Commission

Panellists:

•• Ms. Nipatta Quamman, Food Justice Project (Thailand) 

•• Mr. Abhishek Joshi, Promoting sustainable con-
sumption and production systems for safe and or-
ganic foods in India Project (India)

•• Dr. Sylvia Szabo, Department of Development and 
Sustainability, School of Environment, Resources 
and Development, Asian Institute of Technology (AIT)

•• Ms. Janet Salem, Programme Manager, Sustainable 
Consumption and Production, SWITCH-Asia RPAC, 
UN Environment

•• Dr. Chuttree Phurat, Project Manager of Green Label 
Scheme, TEI

Panel 5:  
Behavioural Change
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Discussion Outline

How can projects influence transformative individual 
behaviour and social change; in what way?

•• The methods to induce behaviour change range 
widely. This includes capacity building on the pro-
duction side as well as consumer awareness and 
consumer empowerment. 

•• Technology can enhance approaches to behaviour 
for infotainment (e.g. collaboration with public figures 
to organise talks and spread awareness) to conduct-
ing social media campaigns targeting specific demo-
graphics.

•• Encouraging effective stakeholder engagement con-
tributes to behaviour change campaigns. 

What type of support is needed in order to achieve 
sustainable transformation on a national scale?

•• Government support, EU support and that of 
SWITCH-Asia are all important. Everyone has a voice 
and a role. And when there is the ‘right’ type of prod-
uct or service, efforts need to be wide-scaled.

•• Additional support can also come from the start-up 
community with its own influencers and platforms 
while also providing products and services that will 
encourage sustainable lifestyles.

What can government bodies and institutions do to 
stimulate changes? 

•• Putting into place most effective policies, which, in-
clude placing bans, restrictions, and standards on 
products that are not sustainable and requiring con-
sumer information through ads, eco-labelling and 
award schemes. The government has the power to 
stimulate the market on sustainable public procure-
ment.

•• The government can further promote sustainable be-
haviour. For example, in Japan, when a particular 
household exceeds a certain usage-level of electrici-
ty higher than other similar households they are noti-
fied with a sad face on the bill. While seemingly in-
nocuous, there is a psychological effect. 

Key messages

•• It is important for policymakers to work on influence. 
The right partnership with the right people can signif-
icantly increase influence. 

•• Behaviour change requires individual and collective 
efforts, and changes need to take place at different 
levels.

•• Getting the buy-in is the main narrative of behaviour 
change and it has to be accompanied by a structural 
change.

•• If change does not hit a critical mass, it risks reverting. 



20 | 2018 REGIONAL NETWORKING EVENT REPORT
 M

Background

The SWITCH ASIA Programme has completed 10 years 
of operation; this leads to various questions with regards 
to its new phase: How do we take SWITCH ASIA II for-
ward? What have been the impacts of SWITCH-Asia so 
far? How effectively has impact been delivered through 
internal collaboration or collaboration across countries?  

In 2007, when the programme was approved, SCP was 
on the billboard, but not something many people knew 
about. The SWITCH Programme was designed to distil 
and cluster together a better understanding of scaling-up 
and scaling-out SCP. Since SWITCH-Asia I started, im-
portant policies and relevant tools where developed and 
implemented with more or less. Many countries have 
SCP related policies or action plans. These provide a 
good framework that now needs to be further developed, 
scaled up and implemented at relevant levels, regional, 
national but mainly local. 

This session covered the projects and benefits to bring 
about the programme. It is also focused on solidarity 
within the SWITCH family through SWITCH to Green, 
SwitchMed and Switch Africa Green as well as the One 
Planet Network. 

Session Moderator: Mr. Jens Kristian Nørgaard, 
SWITCH to Green

Speakers:

•• Dr. Chatchai Inthata, ONEP, Thailand

•• Ms. Ira Larasaty, Southeast Asia Expert, SWITCH-
Asia SCP Facility

•• Mr. Charles Arden-Clarke, Head of the Secretariat of 
the 10YFP  

•• Ms. Rhoda Wachira, SWITCH Africa Green 

Plenary and Panel on Synergizing SWITCH Impacts
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Discussion Points 

ONEP Thailand

•• Thailand began by focusing on four components: 
monitoring progress, clean public procurement, 
clean industry and SCP awareness. 

•• In term of policy making, Thailand brought key stake-
holders together and increased capacity and coordi-
nation. Thailand also increased a number of clean 
products in the market and identified key factors that 
could lead to behavioural change. 

•• Clean products and eco-innovation are difficult be-
cause processes are too complex for many compa-
nies. 

•• Evaluating SCP awareness is a priority, but obtaining 
data from municipalities is a challenge. Furthermore, 
some crucial sectors are left out because they are 
not within ONEP’s mandate e.g. tourism. 

•• The programme helped officials work closely togeth-
er and led to long and medium-term policies and has 
prepared Thailand to move forward into more sec-
tors. 

SWITCH-Asia SCP Facility

•• The Switch-Asia SCP Facility has a new mandate, 
expanded from the Network Facility, to induce de-
mand for policy support to governments. As a result, 
the SCP Facility works very closely with governments 
and identified potential collaborators early on.

•• The SCP Facility needs strong partnership and finan-
cial instruments as well as collaborative platforms. 

•• It has already moved ahead with stronger branding 
and will work on Switch-Products with Switch-Med 
in the same respect. 

Switch Africa Green 

•• Switch Africa Green has found clustering to be a 
useful tool; it allows equipment sharing as well as 
greater influence on policies. There have been real 
examples of these impacts Africa faces the same 
problems trying to get information out to the media, 
while financing is even more difficult. 

•• SMEs require more assistance to remain sustainable 
beyond the programme.  

One Planet Network 

•• The One Planet Network (OPN) faces the same issue 
of scale that other partners are facing. It has devel-
oped a strategy for 2018-2022 in order to scale up. 
Rather than focussing on policy and tools, OPN sees 

finance and bringing together actors to reach the 
scale as the major obstacles. 

•• The OPN has benefited from SDG12 around Agenda 
2030 and framing some of the targets in that goal. 
The Agenda 2030 gives a big mandate to SCP. 

•• The targets here are to catalyse efficient action as 
defined by OPN partners, but it can incorporate any 
tools identified that work. OPN has staff in places to 
reach a more systemic and cohesive action to sup-
port this enormous effort.  

•• The OPN would like to create more synergies be-
tween the SWITCHes because the SWITCHes are 
still operating in silos. So how can the One World 
Network help? It is essentially another partnership 
doing exactly the same thing. OPN partners may be 
able to help implement SWITCH ideas. 

SwitchMed

•• SwitchMed’s green entrepreneurship component 
acts as a demo component  The website switchers.
eu then shares the stories on the individual (around 
300) stories on how they made the switch. 

•• Sustainable product retailers and distributors are 
also being engaged via Switch-Med to create plat-
forms and leverage for the entrepreneurs to reach 
out to the markets, which is very different to the 
Asian case. This is possible where synergies could 
be created and new market opportunities identified. 

Key messages 

•• In the 10th year of the programme this has been a 
useful exercise to look back and identify the suc-
cesses and challenges faced by the programme go-
ing forward.

•• Many issues faced by the SWITCH programmes in 
the three different regions (Mediterranean, Asia and 
Africa) are different but a lot of synergies can be seen 
and can be used to help cross-fertilise and share ex-
periences.

•• Coordination among programmes, ending grants 
and upcoming investments windows and other 
mechanisms will need to be identified and will form 
part of future discussions by the EU in order to better 
coordinate resources. 

•• Thailand has shown significant progress on SCP 
through the existing mechanisms by concentrating 
on four key areas and pilot exercises which were 
successfully rolled out over time. 
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Session Chair: Arab Hoballah 

Low carbon economy – Enabling policies and oppor-
tunities for impact delivery

•• Strong partnerships between governments, private 
sector and the civil society are important to effective-
ly understand the needs of the people. In turn, poli-
cies have to be made more understandable for 
stakeholders through awareness raising. 

•• Appropriate communications channels need to be 
used and identified according to the needs of each 
country. Education is a key communication tool to al-
low future generations to be made aware of the is-
sues and to allow a change of mindset. 

•• The knowledge gained during these days of discus-
sion needs to be fed back and implemented back 
into the national context of the countries.

•• Better connections are needed between investments 
and increasing innovations for low carbon solutions. 
It is important to see the financial sector and the gov-
ernments as part of this policy dialogue and to have 
international agencies, UN or EU to act as a connec-
tors or brokers. 

•• Giving focus to implementation can be more impor-
tant than to focus on laws and regulations. Pilot pro-
jects will have to be run and scaled up later. 

•• The SWITCH-Asia Programme should be about 
scaling-up the results. It should focus on helping in-
dustries, cooperating on the latest technology and 
supporting efforts to adopt best available technolo-
gies given their situations. 

Localizing Green Finance in support to SMEs and lo-
cal municipalities

•• The paradox with green finance is that is already 
widely available but often not accessed mainly be-
cause public awareness remains low. 

•• It is important to work with financial institutions to 
help them understand the green finance concept 
and build confidence to formulate their own strate-
gies of support. 

•• The need for public awareness and PR programmes 
should not be underestimated within markets that 
are not familiar with sustainability concepts. 

Plenary and Panel on Moving forward: Enablers and Multipliers
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•• Clustering MSMEs could provide a useful solution to 
build more confidence for banks to engage. 

•• Microfinance still remains a largely unexploited terri-
tory. 

•• There is willingness for banks to explore the opportu-
nities in green finance as well as opportunities for in-
ternational banks and development agencies to act 
as brokers to bridge the confidence gap.

Eco-innovation and design

•• In order to promote eco-innovation, there needs to 
be organisational agility at all levels, and for this evi-
dence-based policy making is essential. 

•• Current market failures need to be taken into consid-
erations. Only then can regulation be in sync with in-
novation.

•• There is a difference between eco-product innova-
tion and eco-service innovation and eco-process in-
novation. 

•• Policy, Business and Technology are important as-
pects of eco-innovation in providing new opportuni-
ties. E-commerce for example can cut down on tra-
ditional land and energy cost. 

The Media and Communicating on SCP

•• The challenge lies in the fact that the stories of im-
portance are not given priority at times because they 
aren’t deemed interesting enough for viewers;

•• Organisations constantly send news, reports, briefs 
with jargon and acronyms that do not interest the 
editorial team, which results in story formation never 
taking place;

•• Journalist need help when differing views of organi-
sations with different priorities (human rights vs. envi-
ronment) present conflicting ideas;

•• Communication starts with investing resources and 
prioritizing audiences;

•• Building media relationships is an investment that 
pays off over time;

•• Build human narratives the general public can identi-
fy with.

Behavioural Change

•• It is important for policymakers to work on influence. 
The right partnership with the right people can signif-
icantly increase their influence. 

•• Behaviour change requires the people’s effort to 
change by themselves as well.

•• Getting the buy-in is the main narrative of behaviour 
change. But behavioural change has to take place at 
different levels. 

•• Behavioural change has to be accompanied by a 
structural change.

•• If change does not hit a critical mass, it risks revert-
ing.
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Speakers: 

Mr. Arab Hoballah, Team Leader, SWITCH-Asia SCP Facility

Mr. Andrew Jacobs, Head of Unit for Regional Policy 
Sector Analysis, Directorate-General for International Co-
operation and Development (DEVCO), European Com-
mission

SWITCH-Asia is a great programme and the single most 
important implementation mechanism in support to SCP 
in Asia. Established in 2007 during the Marrakesh Pro-
cess, the whole work on SCP has since evolved in the 
world and in Asia. Now the second phase of SWITCH-
Asia has been launched. 106 grant projects have been 
implemented or are being implemented, and more to be 
funded soon. The Grants Programme together with the 
two other components, the Regional Policy Advocacy 
Component and the SCP Facility, which have both been 
further promoting SCP and mainstreaming it into national 
policies and actions, at regional and national levels, a lot 
has been achieved. Meanwhile needs have changed and 
increased, together with requests for support to increase 
capacity and enable stakeholders to change the current 
unsustainable consumption and production patterns. 

Overall, knowledge has increased, technologies have ex-
panded and adapted to needs, change is happening and 
policies have become more aligned with SCP needs. 
However, access to information, knowledge and technol-
ogies is still very limited, and there is a greater need for 
eco-innovation and incentives so as to induce more 
change. There is also still a need to effectively implement 
policies and enable concerned stakeholders while easing 
access to green finance. 

Communication about and advocacy for SCP need to be 
improved and expanded as well. All stakeholders are 
contributing to SCP, but mostly do so in silos, isolated 
from scale and multipliers. Together with the RPAC, the 
EU Delegations and the projects funded by the Grants 
Programme, the SWITCH-Asia SCP Facility aims at fur-
ther contribute to scaling and enabling, inducing Multi-
stakeholder Consultations to better frame the needs, col-
lectively, towards SCP, involving, besides the national 
and local actors, other stakeholders such as UN agen-
cies and regional players such as GGGI, APRSCP, ASE-
AN and SACEP. 

After a decade of exercise and implementation in the re-
gion, SCP concerned stakeholders, Governments, busi-

Concluding Remarks
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ness and SMES, civil society and consumers should 
consider the SWITCH-Asia Programme as their ally in ac-
tion to become more responsible, to be the change and 
to hear the call to action encouraging the SWITCH to 
SCP, as stated on the reusable, cotton fabric bags hand-
ed over to participants. Together with the SWITCH-Asia 
Wall at the launch, the revised and aligned logos, and this 
bag, we now have a stronger Branding for the “ONE” 
SWITCH-Asia Programme. 

Finally, it is important to understand and advocate ac-
cordingly that SCP is a necessity. It is a necessity for ef-
fective delivery of green growth, green economy, circular 
economy, low carbon economy and climate mitigation. 
SCP can be a solution provider to them, a driver, an ena-
bler and finally, an ally, on the journey to sustainable de-
velopment. 

The next Regional Networking Event, together with the 
Programme Steering Committee, will be held in Septem-
ber-October 2019. The date and venue will be communi-
cated later.
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Presentations

All presentations made during the SWITCH-Asia Regional Networking Event are available in the SWITCH-Asia digital 
network (SWITCHED-ON) group created for this event at the following URL: 

https://network.switch-asia.eu/groups/viewgroup/12-switch-asia-regional-networking-event-group 

Access requires registration. 
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41 Ms. Isabelle Louis UN Environment isabelle@switch-asia.eu

42 Mr. Steven Stone UN Environment steven@switch-asia.eu

43 Mr. Dirk Wagener UN Environment dirk.wagener@un.org

44 Ms. Lixia Zheng UN Environment Lixia.zheng@un.org

45 Mr. Charles Arden-Clarke 10YFP charles.arden-clarke@un.org

46 Mr. Mikael Henzler adelphi office@adelphi.de

47 Mr. Mirko Zuerker adelphi zuerker@adelphi.de

48 Mr. Sermwut Jaturongchok SWITCH-Asia ong@intern.switch-asia.eu

49 Ms. Stoyanka Stich GIZ stoyanka.stich@giz.de

50 Mr. Lewis Akenji IGES akenji@iges.or.jp

51 Mr. Tetsuo Kuyama IGES kuyama@iges.or.jp

52 Ms. Chochoe Devaporiharakula IGES devaporihartakula@iges.or.jp

53 Mr. Timothy Lam IGES Timothy5182002@yahoo.com.hk

54 Mr. Jens Norgaard Switch to Green Jens_switch2green@outlook.com

55 Ms. Shikha Garg Ministry of Environment, India Shikha.garg@gov.in

56 H.E Ambassador Pirkka Tapiola Ambassador, EUD Thailand EU Delegation, Thailand

57 Mr. Korallis Dimosthenis Charge d'affaires, Greece Embassy of Greece

58 Mr. Davide Muscella Political Analyst, Italy Embassy of Italy

59 H.E. Mr. Kees Rade Ambassador of the Netherlands Embassy of Netherlands

60 Ms. Kenza Tarqaat, Deputy Head of Economic and Political 
Section

Embassy of Netherlands

61 Ms. Louise Dortmond Intern for Economic and Political Section Embassy of Netherlands

62 H.E. Mr. Waldemar Dubaniowski Ambassador of Poland Embassy of Poland

63 Mr. Carlos Reino Antunes Deputy Head of Mission Embassy of Portugal

64 Mr. Pedro Aires de Abreu Counselor for Economic and Trade Affairs, 
Portugal

Embassy of Portugal

65 H.E. Mr. Emilio de Miguel Calabia Ambassador of Spain Embassy of Spain

66 Ms. Marie-Anne Charlotte Serve GERES ma.serve@geres.eu 

67 Mr. Md. Anisur Rahman Chowdhury Urban Manager, Oxfam achowdhury@oxfam.org.uk

68 Mr. Mohammad Mahbub Ullah Project Coordinator, SNV mullah@snv.org, mahbub.zodiac@gmail.com

69 Mr. MD MAHE ALAM Food Safety Advisor, SNV malam@snv.org

70 Dr. MD SHAH KAMAL KHAN Horticultural Expert, SNV kkhan@snv.org

71 Mr. Mukesh Gulati Senior Advisor, Foundation for MSME Clusters mukesh@msmefoundation.org

72 Dr. Shahid Rasool Bhat Director, Commonwealth Educational Me-
dia Centre for Asia

srasool@col.org

73 Mr. Abhishek Joshi Value Chain Specialist , Welthungerhilfe abhishek.joshi@welthungerhilfe.de

74 Mr. Abhishek Jani Fairtrade India abhishek.jani@fairtradeindia.org    

75 Mr. Yeshi Dorji Head, Research & Planning Division, Fair-
trade India

yeshaydorji@gmail.com

76 Ms. Manju Menon ACRA manjumenon@acra.it

77 Ms. Rekha Panigrahi Project Manager, CARE rpanigrahi@careindia.org

78 Mr. Shashank Bibhu CARE sbibhu@careindia.org     
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79 Mr. Mukesh Tiwary OPERATIONS LEAD, India Traidcraft Mukesh.Tiwary@traidcraft.org 

80 Mr. Padma Sunder Joshi TEAM LEADER, Sustainable Tourism and 
Green Growth Project, UN Habitat

ps.joshi@unhabitat.org.np

81 Mr. Prabin Bajracharya UN Habitat prabin.bajracharya@unhabitat.org.np

82 Mr. Qazi Muhammad Mughis Sabir Project Director – SWITCH-Asia IREET Pro-
ject, Iqbal Hamid Trust

qazi.sabir@ihtpk.com

83 Mr. Omar Mohy-Ud-Din Malik Project Director – SWITCH-Asia IREET Pro-
ject, Iqbal Hamid Trust

omar.malik@ihtpk.com

84 Dr. Malini Balakrishnan Senior Fellow, TERI malinib@teri.res.in

85 Atty. Alberto B. Reyno Managing Principal, ADFIAP lbreyno@yahoo.com

86 Ms. Chun Xia-Bauer Project Coordinator, Wuppertal chun.xia@wupperinst.org

87 Mrs. Miranda Project Manager SWITCH Asia Local Har-
vest project, HIVOS

miranda@hivos.org 

88 Mr. Andri Febrian Project Officer SWITCH Asia Local Harvest 
project, AMAN (Indigenous Peoples Alli-
ance of Archipelago)

andri288@aman.or.id

89 Mr. Tobias Zehe Programme Specialist Asia Plan tobias.zehe@plan.de

90 Mr. George Malchisua Manu National Project Manager – Youth Economic 
Empowerment, Yayasan Plan Indonesia

George.Manu@plan-international.org

91 Dr. Andreas Alfons Rainer HOF-
MANN

Team Leader, GIZ andreas.hofmann@giz.de

92 Ms. NGUYEN THI PHUONG THUY Sustainable Consumption and Production 
Advisor, GIZ

thuy.phuongnguyen@giz.de

93 Ms Dejidmaa Javzansuren Project Assistant, Caritas tsoglogmaa.tsogtsaikhan@caritas.cz      

94 Ms. Jana Zilkova Head of Mission, Caritas jana.zilkova@caritas.cz

95 Mr. Quentin Jehan M. Moreau Country Representative AVSF in Mongolia q.moreau@avsf.org

96 Ms. SARANGOO  UKHNAA ”STeP EcoLab” project manager, AVSF u.sarangoo@avsf.org

97 Ms. Beatriz MAROTO IZQUIERDO Switch Project Manager/Country Director, 
GERES 

izquierdo@geres.eu

98 Ms. Anne-Charlotte, Marie, NIVOLLET  Southeast Asia Regional Director, GERES c.nivollet@geres.eu 

99 Ms. Silvia Sartori Project Manager Asia, WWF, Tha Bar Wa 
Project 

silvia.sartori@wwf.org.mm      

100 Ms. May Zaw Htet ‘Tha Bar Wa’ Project Officer mayzaw.htet@wwf.org.mm    

101 Dr. Christiane Beck Head of Programme Management II, sequa Christiane.beck@sequa.de 

102 Mr. Jacob Andrew Clere Team Leader, SMART Myanmar, sequa jacob.clere@smartmyanmar.org

103 Ms. Su Mon Thair Project Manager, SMART Myanmar, sequa sumon@smartmyanmar.org

104 Ms. Suntaree Rangkusone Oxfam International Country Director srangkusone@oxfam.org.uk 

105 Ms. Nipatta Quamman  Senior Programme Officer – Food Justice nquamman@oxfam.org.uk 

106 Mr. Theerawit Chainarongsophon Private Sector Engagement Officer tchainarongsophon@oxfam.org.uk 

107 Mr. Chatnarong Muangwong Campaign Communication Officer cmuangwong@oxfam.org.uk 

108 Ms. Ingpat Pakchairatchakul Campaign Assistant ipakchairatchakuk@oxfam.org.uk 

109 Mr. Vien Kim Cuong  Project Manager, HELVETAS cuong.vien@helvetas.org      

110 Ms. Wilasinee Poonuchaphai Project Director, GIZ wilasinee.poonuchaphai@giz.de

111 Ms. Charurin Pholhinkong REGIONAL PROJECT COORDINATOR, GIZ charurin.pholhinkong@giz.de

112 Ms. Pyai Pyai Pwint National Project Coordinator, GIZ pyai.pwint@giz.de

113 Dr. Robert Wimmer Managing Director, GrAT zcr@grat.at; rw@grat.at
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114 Dr. Anthony Chiu APRSCP anthonysfchiu@gmail.com

115 Dr. Chaiyod Buyagidj APRSCP chaiyod.b@gmail.com

116 Dr. Abas Basir Director General, SACEP director.general@sacep.org

117 Mr. Rathnadeera Senior Programme Officer, SACEP rathnadeera.wk@sacep.org

118 Ms. Rhoda Wachira Switch Africa rhoda.wachira@un.org

119 Ms. Laura Würtenberger Finance in Motion GmbH l.wuertenberger-extern@finance-in-motion.com

120 Ms. Yuki Yasui UNEP FI yuki.yasui@un.org

121 Mr. Narong Boonyasaquan TEI narong@tei.or.th

122 Ms. Wisara Hunthanee Program Manager, TEI wisara@tei.or.th

123 Dr. Chuttree Phurat Project Manager of Green Label Scheme, TEI chuttree@tei.or.th

124 Dr. Sylvia Szabo AIT sylviaszabo@ait.asia

125 Mr. Stefanos Fotiou ESCAP fotiou@un.org

126 Mr. Ricardo  UN ESCAP ESCAP dunn@un.org

127 Mr. Khan Ram-Indra GGGI khan.ramindra@gggi.org

128 Ms. Inhee Chang Sustainability & Safeguards Global Green 
Growth Institute (GGGI)

inhee.chung@gggi.org

129 Ms. Margaret Kim GGGI margaret.kim@gggi.org

130 Mr. Pierre Cazelles Director-Global Partnerships, International 
Copper Association

PIERRE.CAZELLES@COPPERALLIANCE.ASIA       

131 Dr.Tanawan (Chirapol) Sintunawa Greenleaf greenleafthai@gmail.com

132 Miss Sujittra Vaingkaew Office Coordinator, Greenleaf contact@greenleafthai.org

133 Ms. Vasuvat Kanchanatetee GIZ kanchanatetee.vasuvat@giz.de

134 Ms. Suwida Kingmuangkow AFD kingmuangkows@afd.fr

135 Ms. Ratna Devi Nadarajan Programme Specialist, Mekong Institute ratna@mekonginstitute.org

136 Mr. Jean-Marc Alexandre Programme Coordinator, Lighting and Ap-
pliances, Asia-Pacific, United for Effficien-
cy (U4E)

jeanmarc.alexandre@united4efficiency.org

137 Mr. Cod Satrusayang Managing Editor, Asia News Network cod@asianews.network; Cod.Satrusayang@
gmail.com

138 Mr. Panu Wongcha-um Senior Correspondent, Reuters

139 Dr. Chaipipat Pokpong Center for Appropriate Technology (GrAT), 
King Mongkut Institute of Technology 
(KMITL) 

Chaipipat.po@kmitl.ac.th; contact@grat.at

140 Ms. Orapin Sinamonvech Kokoboard Co.,Ltd. orapins@yahoo.com

141 Mr. Marc A. Tassé Country Director, Mongolia, People in Need marc.tasse@peopleinneed.cz

142 Mr. Aleksandar Stojkov Finance in Motion  a.stojkov@finance-in-motion.com

143 Ms. Suwida Kingmuangkow Senior Investment Officer, AFD kingmuangkows@afd.fr

144 Mr. Jens Radschinski UNFCCC  JRadschinski@unfccc.int

145 Ms. Sooksiri Chamsuk UNIDO S.CHAMSUK@unido.org

146 Ms. Jutamanee Martchamadol UNIDO J.MARTCHAMADOL@unido.org

147 Ms. Lathika Chandra Mouli Energo Labs lathika@energo.cn

148 Mr. Bationo B. Polycarpe Ministry of Environment, Green Economy 
and Climate Change

bationopoly@yahoo.fr

149 Ms. Claudia Ebach Embassy of Germany Ea-1@bang.diplo.de

150 Ms. Sutthipun Nujjaya C-ASEAN Sutthipun.n@c-asean.org
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151 Mr. Yohannes Ameha SWITCH Africa Green yohannesameha@gmail.com

152 Ms. Thilini Navaratne AIT Sti20441@ait.asia; thilini.24n@gmail.com

153 Ms. Melissa Srestha AIT Melissa.shrestha@post.auw.edu.bd

154 Ms. Pragya Thapaliya AIT Sti20255@ait.asia
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Agenda

08.00-09.00 Registration

09.00- 09.45 Session 1: Opening

Session Chair: Mr. Arab Hoballah, Team Leader, SWITCH-Asia SCP Facility

Speakers 

•	 Mr. Andrew Jacobs, Head of Unit for Regional Policy Sector Analysis, Directorate-General for International Co-
operation and Development (DEVCO), European Commission

•	 Dr. Abas Basir, Director General, South Asia Co-operative Environment Programme (SACEP)

•	 Mr. Mushtaq Memon, Regional Coordinator for Resource Efficiency, SWITCH-Asia Regional Policy Advocacy 
Component (RPAC), United Nations Environment

•	 Mr. Arab Hoballah, Team Leader, SWITCH-Asia SCP Facility

09.30-10.30 Panel on the State of Play of SCP in Asia, Needs and Opportunities

Session Moderator: Dr. Arab Hoballah

Panelists

•	 Mr. Karma Tshering, Policy Division Head, National Environment Commission, Bhutan

•	 Ms. Tserendorj Uranchimeg,  Head of Division of Clean Technology, Investment and Production, Ministry of En-
vironment and Tourism, Mongolia

•	 Ms. Inhee Chung, Head of  Sustainability and Safeguards Unit, Global Green Growth Institute (GGGI)

•	 Mr. Noer Adi Wardojo,  Senior Advisor to the Minister, Ministry of Enviroment and Forestry

•	 Dr. Anthony Chiu, President, Asia Pacific Roundtable on Sustainable Consumption and Production (APRSCP)

10.30-11.00 Photo and coffee break

11.00 – 12.40

1st Breakout Par-
allel Sessions:

Panel 1: Low carbon economy – Enabling Policies and opportunities for impact delivery

Session Moderator: Mr. Jerome Pons, Head of the Operations Section, European Union Delegation, Thailand

Representatives from SWITCH-Asia Grant Projects

•	 Ms. Marie-Anne Charlotte Serve, Central Asia Regional Director, GERES “Kabul Green Home” (Afghanistan)

•	 Ms. Beatriz Maroto Izquierdo, Mongolia Country Director, GERES (Mongolia)

Panelists

•	 Md. Mohiuddin, Joint Secretary, Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change

•	 Mr. Jens Kristian Nørgaard, Technical Expert, SWITCH to Green Facility

•	 Ms. Jutamanee  Martchamadol, National Project Coordinator, UNIDO 

•	 Ms. Isabelle Louis, Deputy Regional Director for Asia-Pacific, UN Environment



2018 REGIONAL NETWORKING EVENT REPORT | 33
 M

Panel 2: Localizing Green Finance in support to SMEs and local municipalities

Session Moderator: Mr. Mikael Henzler, Director, adelphi

Representatives from SWITCH-Asia Grant Projects

•	 Atty. Alberto B. Reyno, ACMFN project (China, India, Indonesia)

•	 Dr. Chun Xia-Bauer, WESTERN CHINA SUSBUILD Project (China)

Panelists

•	 Ms. Suwida Kingmuangkow, Senior Investment Officer, AFD

•	 Mr. Jens Radschinski, Head of UNFCCC Regional Collaboration Centre, Bangkok

•	 Ms. Yuki Yasui, Programme Operations Manager, United Nations Environment Finance Initiative (UNEP FI)

Panel 3: Eco-Innovation and Design

Session Moderator: Mr. Stefanos Fotiou, Division Director, EDD, UN ESCAP

Representatives from SWITCH-Asia Grant Projects

•	 Md. Anisur Rahman Chowdhury, SusBuild Project (Bangladesh)

•	 Dr. Andreas Hofmann, Luang Prabang Handle with Care Project (Lao PDR)

Panelists

•	 Mr. SHI Feng,  Executive Director of Technology Division of China-ASEAN Environmental Cooperation Center 
(CAEC), China

•	 Dr.Tanawan ( Chirapol) Sintunawa, Vice President and Secretary, Greenleaf Foundation

•	 Ms. Sooksiri Chamsuk, Programme Officer, UNIDO

•	 Ms. Lathika Chandra Mouli, Business Development Manager, Energo Labs 

12.40-13.40 Lunch

13.40 – 15.10

2nd Breakout Par-
allel Sessions:

Panel 4: The Media and Communicating on SCP

Session Moderator: Mr. Ricardo Dunn, Communications Chief, UN-ESCAP

Representatives from SWITCH-Asia Grant Projects

•	 Mr. Abhishek Jani, CEO, Fairtrade Foundation India and Lead, SWITCH-Asia Grant Switching to fair and sus-
tainable food (India)

•	 Mr. Jacob Clere, Team Leader for SWITCH-Asia Grant SMART Myanmar (Myanmar)

Panelists

•	 Mr. Cod Satrusayang, Managing Editor, Asia News Network

•	 Mr. Panu Wongcha-um, Senior Correspondent, Reuters 

•	 Mr. Skyler Wiet, Communications Manager, SWITCH-Asia SCP Facility
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Panel 5: Behavioural change

Session Moderator: Ms.  Alina Neacșu, Regional Policy Sector Unit, Directorate-General for International Cooper-
ation and Development (DEVCO), European Commission

Representatives from SWITCH-Asia Grant Projects

•	 Ms. Nipatta Quamman, Food Justice Project (Thailand) 

•	 Mr. Abhishek Joshi, Promoting sustainable consumption and production systems for safe and organic foods in 
India Project (India)

Panelists

•	 Dr. Sylvia Szabo, Department of Development and Sustainability, School of Environment, Resources and Devel-
opment, Asian Institute of Technology (AIT)

•	 Ms. Janet Salem, Programme Manager, Sustainable Consumption and Production, SWITCH-Asia RPAC, UN En-
vironment

•	 Dr. Chuttree Phurat, Project Manager of Green Label Scheme, TEI

15.00-15.30 Coffee Break

15.40-16.40 Plenary and Panel on Synergizing SWITCH Impacts

Session Moderator: Mr. Jens Kristian Nørgaard, SWITCH to Green

•	 Dr. Chatchai Inthata, ONEP, Thailand

•	 Ms. Ira Larasaty, Southeast Asia Expert, SWITCH-Asia SCP Facility

•	 Mr. Charles Arden-Clarke, Head of the Secretariat of the 10YFP  

•	 Ms. Rhoda Wachira, SWITCH Green Africa 

16.15-17.30 Plenary and Panel on Moving forward: enablers and multipliers

Session Chair: Dr. Arab Hoballah

Rapporteurs from each of the 5 parallel events to present the main outcomes as basis for a final moderated panel 
discussion

17.30-18.00 Closing

 


